HO	JAPAN MUST FIGHT  BRITAIN
armament Conference will end in a deadlock. If this is not
a true forecast, it is not far out, and therein lies Japan's great
problem.*
If the Disarmament Conference breaks down, the
possibility has to be considered of England endeavouring
to get at Japan by acting in concert with America and
bringing up the question of Manchukuo, or by proposing
that the mandate for the Pacific Islands be returned, or
that the agreement to limit fortifications in the Pacific! be
abrogated.
In our opinion there are good reasons why England
should be the prime mover in attempts to put pressure on
Japan. She is the country that would be affected most
adversely should no solution to the armaments question be
reached. Japan would in that case, naturally, build a navy
equal to that of England or America, and the British Self-
Governing Dominions would take alarm. For they and
India are already in fierce competition with Japan com-
mercially, and, if the attempt to solve the armaments
question failed, England and Japan would be further
estranged. But Japan is not the only country of whom
England is apprehensive. If the Naval Conference broke
down, both France and Italy would be able to build as they
pleased, and England's traditional policy of maintaining in
Europe a two-power standard would be upset, and she
herself would seriously be threatened.
For reasons such as these it is probable that England
will continue to support America, and by fair means or foul
scheme to oppress Japan : a matter that on no account we
should overlook.
If the agreement to limit fortifications in the Pacific
is abrogated, Japan will be compelled to bring her naval
strength to a level of equality with that of England and
America. Her efforts before the Washington Conference
show what she can do.
England and the Pacific Mandate.
It is not impossible that England may stir up the other
* For a detailed account of the question of armaments at the next
Pacific Conference reference is requested to the author's War Clouds
Over the Pacific.
f Article XIX of the Treaty of Washington.—Translator.

